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Sustainability

Overview

Thomas Hickman School is committed to being a sustainable and environmentally friendly school. We aim to reduce our carbon
footprint and to implement and pursue practices which will help to foster an awareness and understanding of the environment in both
pupils and staff. Sustainability is teaching and promoting practices that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs. It often includes environmental education, waste reduction, energy conservation, and
fostering a sense of responsibility for the planet among students. We have a duty to prepare future generations with the knowledge and
skills to manage the world’s resources wisely. Pupils are expected to demonstrate an active interest in and concern for all-natural
environments. We will be preparing all young people for a world impacted by climate change through learning and practical experience.

Thomas Hickman School is committed to fostering a culture of sustainability among students, staff, and the wider community. This
policy outlines the principles and guidelines for sustainability education.



Specific Policy Aims
Experiential Learning: Facilitate hands-on experiences, such as nature walks, community projects, and eco-friendly initiatives. Foster a
sense of responsibility through practical applications of sustainability principles.

Partnerships and Community Engagement: Collaborate with local organisations and experts to enrich sustainability education.
Engage parents and the community in school initiatives promoting sustainable practices.

Environmental Stewardship: Model sustainable practices within the school environment, including waste reduction, energy
conservation, and recycling. Encourage students to actively participate in eco-friendly initiatives within the school.

Communication: We keep parents and guardians informed about the school's sustainability initiatives. We utilize our communication
channels to share success stories and updates on our sustainability in education.

Sustainability throughout the school

Reduce carbon in school - We are currently in the process of obtaining solar panels for Thomas Hickman School from ‘Solar for
Schools’. This will reduce our carbon footprint by 9tonnes.

Reduce energy and water use in school - We have a ‘Saving Swan’ in each class who are dedicated to turning off the lights, switching
off the power at the plugs at the end of each day, closing all doors to ensure the classrooms are warm and turning off any taps that have
been left running. - The more we can act in a co-ordinated fashion, the more effective the result, and the more likely that action will be
sustained. Teachers to make pupils aware of the link between water use and financial cost. Establish and raise awareness of simple
actions that can cut down on water use substantially. Recycling to be promoted through assemblies, and form times. Paper is to be
collected in recycling boxes in each classroom.

Sustainable purchasing in school- We will use library services instead of buying new books and resources to support the children’s
learning. We will reach out to colleagues and the community before purchasing. Resources are researched to ensure have bought items



that link to our needs. Staff are encouraged to use electronic devices or online resources where possible instead of paper. Staff and
pupils are asked to use the paper bins to recycle all paper. Paper use is monitored via a monthly print management report.

Sustainable school travel - We are part of ‘Travel Tracker’ scheme where children input their data as to how they travel to school. This
collected and children are awarded on how they travel to school to support the environment.

Reduce waste in school - School meals are ordered to ensure that we have less food waste in school.

School food and catering services - Our hot lunches are delivered in reusable containers each morning. They are washed and picked
up the following day. There are two containers that use single-use plastic (salad bar and the dessert container).

Develop the global dimension in school - We have joined the Global School Alliance which we have started to share good practice
globally. We enter Aylesbury in Bloom each year and ensure our plants support the environment.

Areas where we incorporate Sustainability
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Recycling
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Disciplinary — when
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Our wonderful world
Lesson 4 Woodlands,
hedgerows and
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describe ways to
protect natural
environments, such
as woodlands,
hedgerows and
meadows

Lets Explore the world
Lesson — Sustainability

Describe how
human behaviour
can be beneficial
to local and global
environments, now
and in the longer
term.

Investigating our
world.

Lesson — Sustainable
manufacturing
processes.

Identify and explain
ways that people can
improve the
production of
products without




Electricity

Electricity Unit (Summer
Term)

Habitats

Climate

Electrical conductors
(Autumn2)

Discussion points about
electrical cars on the
environment.

Electricity Summer 2



https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/one-planet-our-world/lesson/95384
https://maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/project/one-planet-our-world/lesson/95384




things: (cross over for
habitats )

EYFS GLD - Understanding of the world

- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what
has been read in class.

- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction
texts and (when appropriate) maps.

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and
what has been read in class.

- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Adapting the curriculum for pupils with SEND in Sustainability

* Adaptive teaching takes place.

* For sensory or physically impaired pupils, learning may necessitate enlarging texts, using clear fonts, using visual overlays, or audio description of images.



¢ Dyslexic pupils may benefit from well-spaced print.

» Teachers identify and break down the components of the subject curriculum into manageable chunks for pupils who find learning more difficult, particularly those with
cognition and learning needs. These may be smaller ‘steps’ than those taken by other pupils to avoid overloading the working memory.

¢ A variety of additional scaffolds may be used in lessons, such vocabulary banks, additional visual stimuli or adult support.



