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Music Progression of Knowledge 

 

Disciplinary Overview of Music in Primary School 

 

Music education in primary school, as outlined in the national curriculum, encompasses a broad spectrum of musical experiences, encompassing a range of disciplines and 

fostering a holistic understanding of music. The primary goals of music education at this stage are to: 

1. Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 

musicians. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

2. Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

3. Have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 

excellence. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

 

 

 



2 
 

Substantive Overview of Music in Primary School 

 

The substantive aspects of music education in primary school, as aligned with the national curriculum, encompass a variety of musical elements and experiences: 

1. Singing: Children are encouraged to sing a wide range of songs, from traditional folk songs to contemporary tunes, while developing proper vocal technique and 

musicianship. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

2. Playing Instruments: Students are introduced to various instruments, both tuned and unpitched, and gain basic playing skills, fostering an appreciation for 

instrumental music. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

3. Composing: Children are encouraged to explore their creativity through composing their own melodies, rhythms, and simple pieces, developing an understanding 

of musical structure. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

4. Listening: Students engage in active listening to a diverse range of musical genres, from classical to jazz to world music, developing critical listening skills and an 

appreciation for different musical styles. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

5. Music Appreciation: Children are guided in understanding the cultural context and historical significance of music, fostering a broader appreciation for the role of 

music in society. (National Curriculum, 2014) 

 

Pedagogical Approaches 

Music education in primary school should employ a variety of pedagogical approaches to engage and motivate young learners, as encouraged by the national curriculum: 

1. Use of technology: Music technology can be used to create, record, and manipulate sounds, providing a stimulating and engaging learning environment. (National 

Curriculum, 2014) 

2. Performance opportunities: Regular performance opportunities, both formal and informal, encourage children to develop confidence and self-expression through 

music. 

3. Music in the community: Engaging with local musicians and music organizations can provide real-world experiences and foster a sense of community engagement. 

4. Music and wellbeing: Music can be used to promote relaxation, stress reduction, and emotional expression, contributing to overall wellbeing. 
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Assessment 

Assessment in primary school music education focuses on formative and summative evaluations, as outlined in the national curriculum: 

1. Formative assessment: Ongoing observations, teacher feedback, and self-reflection provide continuous feedback for students to track their progress and make 

necessary adjustments. 

2. Summative assessment: End-of-unit or term assessments evaluate students' overall understanding of musical concepts and their ability to apply their skills in 

performance or composition. 

 

Conclusion 

Music education in primary school, as guided by the national curriculum, plays a vital role in fostering a lifelong appreciation for music, developing creativity, and 

enhancing cognitive, social, and emotional development. By integrating music into a holistic learning environment, primary schools provide children with the foundation to 

explore, express themselves, and connect with the world through the power of music. 

Reference 

Department for Education. (2014). National curriculum in England: Music programmes of study. Retrieved from https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-

music-in-schools 
 

National Curriculum Programmes of Study 

KS1  

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

 Play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

 Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
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KS2  

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, 

organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 Use and understand staff and other musical notations  

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 

musicians  

 Develop an understanding of the history of music 
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Termly Units 
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Progression of Skills Year by Year 

By the end of Reception pupils should be able to:  

• Have an awareness of sound, rhythm, and pitch. 

• Sing a variety of songs, including traditional and contemporary songs. 

• Explore the use of percussion instruments. 

• Move to music and express themselves through dance. 

 

By the end of Year 1 pupils should be able to: 

• Have a basic understanding of musical notation. 

• Sing in tune and with a range of dynamics and articulations. 

• Play simple melodies on tuned and untuned instruments. 

• Compose simple pieces using basic musical structures. 

 

By the end of Year 2 pupils should be able to: 

• Identify and describe different types of music. 

• Sing in a variety of keys and with different vocal techniques. 

• Play more complex rhythms and melodies on instruments. 

• Compose pieces using a wider range of musical elements. 

 

By the end of Year 3 pupils should be able to: 

• Improvise and create music with increasing independence. 

• Have an understanding of musical harmony. 

• Perform in small ensembles and large groups. 

• Use technology to create and manipulate sounds. 
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By the end of Year 4 pupils should be able to: 

• Analyze and evaluate a variety of musical works. 

• Understand different musical styles, including classical, folk, and pop. 

• Have an understanding of music theory, including notation and chord progressions. 

• Compose more sophisticated pieces using a wider range of musical elements. 

 

By the end of Year 5 pupils should be able to: 

• Perform music from different cultures and periods. 

• Make use of technology in music production. 

• Have an understanding of the role of music in society. 

• Compose pieces that reflect their own musical interests and ideas. 

 

By the end of Year 6 pupils should be able to: 

• Write and arrange music for a variety of ensembles. 

• Deliver presentations about different musical topics. 

• Conduct and lead musical performances. 

• Have a personal passion for music. 
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Adapting the curriculum for pupils with SEND in Music  

• Adaptive teaching takes place.  

• For sensory or physically impaired pupils, history learning may necessitate enlarging texts, using clear fonts, using visual overlays, or audio description of images.  

• Dyslexic pupils may benefit from well-spaced print. 

• Teachers identify and break down the components of the subject curriculum into manageable chunks for pupils who find learning more difficult, particularly those with 

cognition and learning needs. These may be smaller ‘steps’ than those taken by other pupils to avoid overloading the working memory.  

• A variety of additional scaffolds may be used in lessons, such vocabulary banks, additional visual stimuli or adult support. 
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Disciplinary and Substantive Knowledge KS1 

Reception Key 
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Reception Autumn Term/Term 1 
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Reception Spring Term/Term 2 
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Reception Summer Term/Term 3  
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Year 1 Key   
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Year 1 Autumn Term/Term 1  
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Year 1 Spring Term/Term 2  
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Year 1 Summer Term/Term 2  
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 Year 2 Key  
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Year 2 Autumn Term/Term 1   
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Year 2 Spring Term/Term 2 
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Year 2 Summer Term/Term 3 
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Year 3 Key 
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Year 3 Autumn Term/Term 1 
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Year 3 Spring Term/Term 3 
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Year 3 Summer Term/Term 3 
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Year 4 Key 
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Year 4 Autumn Term/Term 1  

 



27 
 

Year 4 Spring Term/Term 2 
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Year 4 Summer Term/Term 3 
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Year 5 Key 
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Year 5 Autumn Term/Term 1 
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Year 5 Spring Term/Term 2 
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Year 5 Summer Term/Term 3 
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Year 6 Key 
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Year 6 Autumn Term/Term 1 
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Year 6 Spring Term/Term 2 
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Year 6 Summer Term/Term 3 
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