
 

 

Vocabulary progression 

History 

 

 
NOTE: Words which are identified as especially important for pupils to understand to develop an understanding of the substantive concepts are highlighted in pink. 

 

 



Year 1 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Historical enquiry Autumn Term: Out of this World (Space) 
ask 
explain                  
question  
artefacts                
object  
sort                         
group  
compare/ comparison  
interview              
photograph 
similar/similarity  
 

investigate  
different/ difference  
change                 
same  
event                   
remember  
memory              
celebration  
special 

Space 
Rocket 
Earth 
Astronaut 
Planet 
Solar System 
Lunar vehicle 

Chronological awareness Summer Term: Children on the Revolution (Victorians) 
order  
now / present past  
recent  
timeline  
lifetime  
future  
date  
before 

today  
memory 
within living memory 
beyond living memory old  
new  
sequence  
long ago 
Victorians 1837-1901 

blackboard  
abacus  
slate  
chalk  
pen and ink 
Queen 
Cane 
Invention 
Punishment 
Monarch 
Industrial Revolution 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Historical enquiry Autumn Term: Unlimited (Historically significant people) 
sources  
primary source  
evidence  
contrast  
historic  
historically significant  
eye witness account  
eye witness 

Significant 
Activist 
Protest 
Explorer 
Scientist 
Artist 
Monarch 
Memorial 
Statue 
Monument  

Chronological awareness Summer Term: Long Live our Noble King (English monarchs from AD 871 to present day) 
AD- Anno Domini  
BC- Before Christ 
Chronology 
Year 
Decade 
Century 

Monarch / absolute monarchy 
power  
ruler  
attack  
bailey 
battle  
battlements  
Bayeux Tapestry  
ceremony  
concentric castle  
constitutional monarchy  
conquer  
coronation  
crowning  
defend  
earl  
fortified  
manor house  
gatehouse  
government  
head of state  
invade  
investing 
keep 



 

Year 3 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Historical enquiry Autumn Term: Trible Tales (Stone Age to Iron Age) 
secondary source  
remains 
certainty  
possibility  
confirm  
prove  
informed guess  
archaeological evidence  
reconstruction  
historical significance  
criteria  
interpretation  
inference  
observation  
deduction 
 legacy 

Skara Brae, Orkney Islands  
hearth  
settlement  
flint  
roundhouse  
chief  
metalwork -copper, bronze, gold, tin mining trade (a job requiring manual skills)  
arrowheads  
import export trade (buying and selling goods/services)  
exchange 

Chronological awareness Summer Term: Hail, Caesar! (Romans) 
AD- Anno Domini  
BC- Before Christ  
period  
prehistory  
prehistoric  
Palaeolithic  
Mesolithic  
Neolithic  
Stone Age  
Bronze Age  
Iron Age  
duration  
chronology 
Roman Empire 

Briton                                  Republic 
Romans                               Patrician 
Celts                                    Plebeians 
enslaved                             slave 
togas                                   legal system                       
settlers                               state       
armour                              aqueduct  
scutum  
gladius  
tunic  
legionary  
legion  
cohort  
century  
centurion  
formation  



Year 4 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Historical enquiry Autumn Term: Swords & Settlers (Anglo Saxons to the Vikings) 
observation  
inference  
deduction  
evaluate  
impact  
supporting evidence  
credibility 

trader  
engineer  
raider  
Anglo-Saxon  
chronicle  
longboat  
Jorvik  
Danelaw  
Paganism 
Viking 

Chronological awareness Summer Term: You’d find it in a museum (Ancient Maya and Ancient Egypt) 
Decade  
Anglo-Saxons (410 - 1066)  
Vikings (800 to 1066) 
Minoan Civilisation 
Egyptians 

civilisation                                                          Resin 
Delta                                                                    Sarcophagus           
Egypt                                                                  Fertile Crescent 
Upper / Lower Egypt                                       Irrigation 
River Nile                                                           Nomadic 
Atum                                                                  Ziggurat 
creation story  
Horus  
Isis  
Nun  
Osiris 
Ankh  
Anubis  
hieroglyphs  
papyrus  
Pharaoh  
pulley  
pyramid  
amulet  
canopic jars  
embalmer  
immortal  
linen  
preserve  



 

Year 5 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Historical enquiry Autumn Term: Legacy of the Dynasties (Shang) 
census  
reliable  
audience  
purpose  
accuracy  
creator  
representation 
justify  
opinion  
historical  
investigation  
link  
interpretation  
value  

Yellow River 
Ancestor 
Descended 
Oracle Bones 
Ritual 
Tyrant 
Virtue 
Shang 
Warfare 
Legacy 
Willow pattern 

Chronological awareness Summer Term: Greeks 
Xia Dynasty 
Shang Dynasty 
Zhou Dynasty 
Han Dynasty 
Qin Dynasty 
BC 
AD 

Mediterranean Sea  
Aegean Sea  
Ionian Sea  
Mount Olympus  
Zeus  
Hera  
Aphrodite  
Poseidon  
Democracy 
oligarchy  
Sparta  
landlocked  
democracy  
philosophy  
legacy  
impact 

 



Year 6 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Historical enquiry Autumn Term: Stand up, Stand out! (Africa past and present) 
church records  
court records  
records from places of work  
factory records  
enumeration books  
trustworthy  
death records  
reliability  
criteria  
significance 

Abolitionist 
Auction 
Chattel Slavery 
Colonisation 
Emancipation 
Enslavement 
Indigenous 
Civilisation 
Triangular Slave Trade 
Plantations 
 

Chronological awareness Summer Term: Britain at War (First and Second World Wars) 
Kingdom of Benin 
Christopher Columbus 1492 
Abolition of Slave Trade Act 1807 
Slavery Abolition Act is passed 1833 
Windrush 1948 - 1973 

Operation Sealion                                          militarism 
bomb aimer                                                    reparation 
scramble                                                         stalemate 
The Blitz  
air raid shelter  
Anderson shelter  
blackout  
evacuation 
appeasement  
Treaty of Versailles  
reparations  
allies  
disarm  
debt  
unrest  
prosperity  
RAF  
Luftwaffe 
Alliance 
Appeasement 
Colony 
Conscription  
Imperialism 



 


