
 

 

Vocabulary progression 

Geography 

 

 
NOTE: Words which are identified as especially important for pupils to understand to develop an understanding of the substantive concepts are highlighted in pink. 

 

 



Year 1 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Geography Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Autumn Term: Our 
Wonderful World 

United Kingdom 
world map 
oceans 
continents 

village 
town 
city 
 
 

forest 
beach 
hill 
sea 
river 
hot 
cold 
coast 
features 
environment 

observe 
describe 
record 
map 
compass 
direction 
aerial view 
symbol 
key 
fieldwork  
rain gauge 
thermometer  
weather van 
birds eye view 
tick list  
data 

weather 
seasons 
 

Spring Term: London’s 
Calling! 

Landmark 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 2 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Locational 
Knowledge 

Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Geography Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Autumn Term: Let’s 
Explore the World 

continents 
oceans 
equator 
poles 
coastline 

town 
city 
village 
 
 

erosion 
coast 
beach 
weather 
patterns 
human features 
physical features 
environment  

key 
map 
aerial view 
observation 
data collection 
survey 
tally chart 
bar chart 
 

seasons 
change 
erosion 

Summer Term: Southend 
Southend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Geography Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Autumn Term: One Planet, 
Our World 

region 
latitude 
longitude 
 

city  
rural 
urban 

natural resources 
transportation 
weather patterns 
 

investigate 
enquiry 
grid reference 
scale 
atlas 
destination 
evaluate 
compare 
improvement 
annotate 
 

climate 
biomes 
 

Spring Term: Tectonic 
Tremors 
tectonic plates 
lava 
molten 
Ring of Fire 
impermeable  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Geography Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Autumn Term: One Planet, 
Our World 

Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn  
Prime Meridian 
ecosystem 
 
 

land use 
hemisphere 
 

economic activity 
vegetation belt 
altitude  
infrastructure  
 
 

four-figure grid reference 
field sketch 
contour lines 
dredge 
weathering 
data loggers 
risk 
enquiry 
analyse 
present 
interpret 

collection 
condensation 
evaporation 
deforestation 

Spring Term: 
Interconnected World 

sustainability  
trade 
industry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Geography Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Autumn Term: 
Investigating Our World 

delta 
floodplain 
sustainability 

trade links 
 

natural disaster 
supply chain 

interpret 
six-figure grid reference  
data analysis 
topography 
land use zones 
sampling 
sample 
evidence 
digital technologies 
 

climate zones 

Spring Term: Food 
Discovery 
fair trade 
climate 
fertiliser 
irrigation 
livestock 
pesticide 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 
Disciplinary knowledge FOS Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Geography Skills and 
Fieldwork 

Autumn Term: Our 
Changing World 

migration patterns 
stewardship 

interdependence renewable energy 
environmental impact 
urbanisation 
 

evaluation  
data presentation 
sea level rise 
interview 
quote 
live data 
consideration 
justify 
issue 
viewpoint 
data collect methods 
subjective 
audience 
recommendation 

demographic  
globalisation 
 
Spring Term: Frozen 
Kingdom 
migration 
tundra 
polar night 
polar day 
indigenous 
horizon 
boreal forest 

 


