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Punctuality Matters 

As part of our regular attendance monitoring we've noticed an 
increase in the number of late arrivals this half term. Being late 
can have a real impact on your child's learning and can disrupt 
important morning routines which help set the tone for a 
successful day. 

To help raise awareness and encourage good habits, we will be 
launching a positive drive to improve punctuality across the 
school after half term. As part of this, we will be monitoring 
lateness and providing a ‘late receipt’ as a way to highlight the 
time missed and support families in recognising how valuable 
every minute of the school day is. 

We really appreciate your support in helping your child arrive on 
time and ready to learn. Together, we can make a big difference. 

 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Lateness Receipt  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

This is to let you know that…………………….. was late to school this week on the following 
day(s): 

• Monday: ☐  

• Tuesday: ☐  

• Wednesday: ☐  

• Thursday: ☐  

• Friday: ☐  

Total number of late arrivals this week: ____ 

This equates to____minutes/hours of learning 

Why punctuality matters: 

• Arriving on time helps children settle calmly into the school day. 

• Morning routines and instructions are essential for successful learning. 

• Repeated lateness can disrupt your child’s learning and affect progress. 

Next steps: 

Please ensure your child arrives by 8.45am each day. 
If there are challenges with morning routines, contact us so we can provide support. 

Thank you for your cooperation in supporting your child’s education. 

Warm regards, 

Abi Manly 

Parent/Carer Signature: ___________________ 
Date: ___________________ 

 

 
 
 

 What a whirlwind of a half-term it’s been! 

Once again, our calendar has been bursting with activities and experiences. 
 

A huge thank you to all parents and carers who took the time to attend Parent Consultation Evening this week. The teachers have shared with me the wonderful things you’ve said about your 

child’s experience at THS — such a delight to hear! I’m also looking forward to reading through the Parent Survey responses over the holiday. 
 

Black History Month has truly been a highlight — our best yet! We ended on a high note with a fantastic ‘Marley Medley’, the children were all jammin’ brilliantly. Look out for further 

information about our BHM Art Exhibition after half-term… you’re going to be very impressed! A big thank you once again to Monique and the BHM Steering Group for bringing such energy, 
authenticity and creativity to this celebration. 

 

A quick reminder: Monday 4th November is an INSET day, so the first day back for the children will be Tuesday 5th November. 

Wishing everyone a restful and happy half-term break! 
To all celebrating, Happy Diwali — may it be a time of light, happiness and prosperity for you and your families. 

 

With warmest wishes, 
Pippa x 

 



 

 

 

 

Harvest Festival 
 
 

Year 3 performed their entertaining and informative assembly to their parents, carers and 
Vicar Pete from our local church. During this, we showed the incredible amount of donations 

from our amazing families!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These will be donated to the local food bank and help so many people in our local area.  
Great job, THS BIRDS! 

 
 

 
 
School traffic and dangerous parking 
Can we please remind all parents/carers to be mindful of local residents 
when parking. There have been a number of complaints this week 
which we are dealing with. Remember we have a soft start and pick-up 
to help alleviate congestion.  
I’m not sure if it’s been the rain,  but this week has provoked some 
incredibly dangerous driving by some parents – drive slowly, carefully 
and remember it’s a primary school, there are precious, little ones 
everywhere! 

The Ridgeway National Trail Photo Workshop 
 
Last July, the current Year 6 children took part in the Ridgeway 50 Photos workshop, taking 
stunning photographs of nature along the Ridgeway. Five of our children's photographs were 
selected to be part of the exhibition, so a huge well done to our budding 
photographers; Aarid, Jazlyn, Jiya, Abdul-Qadir and Ryan R! 
 
The children’s works will be displayed alongside those of professional photographer Matt 
Writtle’s photographic exploration of the Ridgeway’s ancient landmarks, lost features and 
modern structures culminated in a series of vlogs, a book “Pathways – A Photographic 
Journey Along The Ridgeway”, and a new art trail along the Ridgeway itself. 
Exhibition details: Free entrance and open from October 20th to 31st 2025 from 10AM-
4.30PM at the Queens Park Arts Centre Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7RT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secondary School Application Yr6 

 
Reminder: The final date for applying for your child’s secondary school 
is 31.10.2025. Here is the link if you still need to. Apply for a secondary 
school place | Buckinghamshire Council 
 

 
 
Black History Month 

                                                 

During the month of October activities took place in class and around the school to focus on 
the celebration of Black History, including the reading of stories and performance of songs. 
During the week of 6th October 2025, we enjoyed a celebration of black culture and heritage 
from our staff team, led by Miss M, where we learnt in an assembly about a black inventor 
and their contribution to history.  Linking with our theme of Assemblies this term on “The 
Mystery Seed”.   
We all learned a Marley Medley of songs sung by the legend Bob Marley, inspiring so many 
other artists after him to take a stand and stand up and be proud – the theme of Black 
History Month 2025 was “Standing firm in power and pride”. We performed this to our 
school community. We continued our understanding of inspirational black figures by 
producing a class collaborative art piece. 
 

 
 
Macmillian Coffee Morning 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you again for your cakes, attendance 
and donations. We raised £80.00 

 

This Photo by Unknown 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools-index/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools-index/school-admissions/apply-for-a-secondary-school-place/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/macmillancancer/6147097149
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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PE Newsletter: October 2025 
This half term has been packed with fantastic sporting events and achievements!  
We kicked things off with our athlete fundraiser, where former GB gymnast Steve 
 Frew visited THS to lead an exciting fitness circuit and an inspirational assembly. The  
highlight of the day had to be when Steve jumped over some of the children (and Mr 
 Lambert!) — a moment no one will forget! The children worked incredibly hard and  
showed brilliant enthusiasm, raising an amazing amount of money towards new  
sports equipment for our school. The final total is currently being processed, and  
prizes will be with us after half-term. A huge thank you to everyone who took part  
and supported the event! 
 
Physical Education: 
Across the school, our PE lessons have been full of energy and progress. Key Stage One children have been focusing on agility, balance and coordination, taking part in exciting, physical mini-
games and beginning to learn the art of attacking and defending. Physical Literacy — a love of movement — is at the heart of everything we do at THS, and it’s clear our BIRDS truly enjoy their PE 
lessons! 
Key Stage Two pupils have been developing their understanding of invasion games, exploring the technical and tactical aspects of a variety of sports. I’ve been so impressed with the commitment 
and enthusiasm shown by all the children towards PE and School Sport this term — long may it continue! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Football: 
Our Mixed Football League has kicked off for another year, with THS starting strongly by beating Haydon Abbey 1-0 in the league opener. 
 
Festivals: 
This half term has been packed with fantastic sporting events and achievements! 

3 Oak took part in a brilliant Skipping Rope Festival at Mandeville School, where  
they learned new skipping skills and enjoyed a wide range of fun and challenging activities. 
 

 

Meanwhile, Mr Lambert and Mr Pearce took a group of rugby enthusiasts to a Touch Rugby Festival at Aylesbury Grammar School. It was the first chance for our 

BIRDS to play competitive touch rugby against other schools, and they performed incredibly — winning 3-0 in their first game, followed by two close 1-0 defeats. The 

team made fantastic progress throughout and had a brilliant time. 

 

 

Finally, Mr Lambert and Miss M took a talented group of netballers to The Grange School for a local competition.  
Our BIRDS were outstanding, winning 5 out of 7 games, drawing 1, and narrowly losing 1-0 to the eventual winners in a hard-fought battle.  
What a fantastic start to the netball season. 
 

 

 

 

 

I always have my eyes open for children in all year groups showing the values in PE lessons and also around school. The aim is to ensure these values are at the core of all of our BIRDS. After half-

term, each week I will be choosing one or two children from each class to receive badges for consistently excelling in these areas. Thank you to all of our BIRDS who showcase these and I look 

forward to awarding them throughout the year! 

WILL ANYONE EARN ALL OF THEIR BADGES THIS YEAR? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                               

 



 

 

Muddy Ducks  

This half term, our nursery children have been busy 
embracing the wonders of autumn! They've 
explored seasonal changes by collecting colourful 
leaves and learned all about themselves by creating 
handprint art, decorating mirrors, crafting paper 
plate faces, and painting their very own Colour 
Monsters—each one as unique as they are! We’re 
especially proud of how brilliantly the children have 
learned our autumn poem “Leaves Are Falling”—
many can now recite it by heart with confidence 
and joy! 

Next half term, our Field of Study will be Over the 
Rainbow. Children will dive into the world of 
colour—learning to name, mix, and explore colours 
in creative ways. We'll also be introducing Makaton 
signs for each colour, helping children develop 
communication skills through fun and inclusive 
learning. 

 
 
 

Pre-school 

Our pre-schoolers have had an amazing time as they 
kicked off their very first learning adventure! This 
term we explored the exciting theme of "People 
Who Help Us." Through stories, role play, and 
special activities, the children discovered the 
important roles of doctors, firefighters, police 
officers, teachers, and more. Next term our topic is 
'Starry night' where we will be enjoying pyjama day 
and learning about all things space. 

 
 
 
 

Reception 

Reception have made a fantastic start to the year! 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed their first 
topic 'Super Duper Me'. We loved our dress-up day 
and had so much fun showing off our amazing 
hairstyles for Crazy Hair Day as we celebrated being 
ourselves. A big thank you to all the parents who 
joined us for our Parent Pitstop, we can’t wait to 
welcome you again soon! The children especially 
enjoyed meeting our local community heroes and 
learning about how they help and inspire others 
every day. 

 

 
 

Year 1 
We’ve had a fantastic time in class this term! In English 
we’ve been reading the story Q Pootle 5 and using our 
imagination to design brand-new spaceships for him. The 
children have been working hard to describe their 
creations using exciting adjectives! In Maths, we’ve been 
exploring different ways to make 10, using dominoes to 
help us spot number bonds and patterns. Our Field of 
Study work has taken us into space! We’ve been learning 
all about astronauts and how they live and work on the 
International Space Station. PE takes place on Tuesday 
afternoons and Friday mornings, so please make sure 
your child has their kit on those days.  
Our Autumn 2 Parent Finale will take place on 18th 
December at 2:30pm. Be ready to get creative — and 
don’t forget to wear clothes you don’t mind getting a bit 
of paint on! 
 

                       
 
 
Year 1 Woneders  
We have been very busy over the last few weeks. We 
have been reading Who Are You? By Smriti 
Halls and Ali Pye, and learning all about what makes us, 
us. We have also been looking at what we like and don’t 
like using sensory materials and foods. Learning that it is 
OK to have different interests and to take turns has been 
really important this term, and we will carry on 
practicing this. 
 

                               
 
 
 

Year 2 
Year 2 really enjoyed their assembly from a member of 
the National Paralympic Heritage Trust, she spoke to 
Year 2 about the story of the Paralympics and what we 
can expect when we visit Stoke Mandeville Stadium on 
the 10th of November. We recently had our Amazing 
Animals science experience where we learned all about 
what animals need to survive, played science games and 
activities, and categorised animals into their scientific 
groups. We also got to see a model animal skull! 
In English, we have really been enjoying our book ‘The 
Comet’ and have been practising writing in the character 
of Nyla. We have also read a poem called ‘The Moon’ 
and writing our very own versions in the form of a 
diamante poem! A letter with your child's part and lines 
was sent home on Wednesday 22nd October. Please 
practice it with them until they know if off by heart! 
 

                       
 
       
   

Year 3 

In Year 3 we have been learning about the end of 
the Stone Age and how the Bronze Age began, when 
the Beaker Folk migrated here from Europe and 
introduced the metal bronze as well as their unique 
pottery style. This changed life in Britain 
dramatically, making many tasks such as farming 
and cooking food easier. More people began to live 
in established farming settlements. In Maths we 
have been looking at different methods of addition 
and subtraction. In English we have been crafting 
balanced arguments about whether people should 
be allowed to fox hunt  If you were able to attend 
our Harvest festival. Thank you. 
We have had to change the date of our trip to the 
Chiltern Open Air Museum so that the children 
don't miss out on the Pantomime that will be 
visiting the school. The trip will now go ahead on 
25th November. 
 
 

             
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Year 4 

This autumn term has been buzzing with excitement 
for our Year 4 children! We kicked things off with an 
action-packed Anglo-Saxon Discovery Day, where 
the students dived into history by crafting artefacts 
that might have been used during that fascinating 
time. In the afternoon, budding archaeologists 
sifted through sand, uncovering primary sources of 
information, some of which dated back to the 
Anglo-Saxon era—a truly hands-on experience! 

In maths, the children completed their first 
Multiplication Times table Check. There’s plenty of 
hard work ahead as we strive to master all our times 
tables up to 12; we’re determined to smash that 
test in the summer term! 

In English, the focus has been on enhancing our 
writing skills. The students have been using 
expanded noun phrases and up levelling their 
sentences with fronted adverbials, making their 
descriptions more vivid and engaging. 

Our science lessons have revolved around teeth and 
the importance of oral hygiene, helping the children 
understand how to care for their smiles. Lastly, in 
computing, we've been learning the essentials of 
staying safe online, ensuring our young digital 
citizens are well-prepared for the digital world. 
What a fantastic start to the year! 

 

 
 

 

Year 5 
It’s been a wonderful start to the year in Year 5! Our trip 
to the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford brought our 
History learning to life as we explored fascinating 
artefacts from the dynasties of Ancient China. Back in 
school, we’ve been inspired by the Willow Pattern story 
— writing our own imaginative narratives, detailed 
setting descriptions and expressive shape poems.  
 
In Maths, we’ve been showing great resilience as we 
tackle complex multi-step word problems and explain 
our reasoning clearly. We’re so proud of the curiosity, 
creativity and teamwork the children have shown this 
half-term! 
 

          

Year 6 

What a first half term year 6 have had!  We have got 
off to a flying start with a heart dissection, multi-
cultural assemblies, and a singing performance to 
our Community of our "Marley Medley!”  We are 
working hard and enjoying our Field of Study "Stand 
Up, Stand Out".  A reminder that there is a trip for 
year 6 to the Houses of Parliament - letter sent 
already.  This trip is on 21st November, full school 
uniform, arrive in school for 8am ready to 
depart.  As the Houses of Parliament do not charge 
and school are kindly funding the coach, there is no 
cost but we must have the permission slip back!  
 
Year 6 have homework set every week and are 
expected to complete it - your on-going support 
with this is crucial in the children achieving 
well.   Maths is set using My Maths and reading is 
either on Reading Eggs or Reading plus (Dreambox) 
if your child is doing that - we will have spoken 
about it at Parent's Evening. The children already 
have all their log in information.  Please support us 
to ensure your child is completing homework every 
week.    Dates for next term: Trip 21st November 
and parent finale on Monday 8th December @ 
2.30pm in the Hall which is a performance "Rise up 
- Undefeated"  (A mini performance) 
Thank you to the parents/carers who came to our 
Pit Stop this week where we made a synthetic blood 
sample to link with our science.  What a super 
scholarly start to Year 6!  See you ready for action 
on Tuesday 4th November 2025. 
 

                          
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

3rd November 

 

4th November 

Clubs Start 

 

5th November 

Reception – Celebration 

clothes dress up day  

6th November 7th November 

10th November  

Yr2 trip to Stoke 

Mandeville hospital 

2 Beech AM 

2 Lime PM 

11th November 

Siblings Photo’s 9.00am 

12th November 

New Starters - Reception 

September 2026 

 Open Morning 10.30am 

13th November 

Snowhite Panto in the 

Hall 

14th November 

Mufti Day Spots for 

Children in Need 

Year 5 STEM day 

 

17th November 

Yr4 Ufton Park 7.45am 

start 

First Aid Parent 

workshop 9.00am -  

Acorn centre 

18th November 19th November 

Reception Pit stop – 

2.30pm 

20th November 21st November 

Yr6 Trip to Parliament 

8.00am 

24th November 

Healthy Bladder and 

Bowel Coffee morning in 

Acorn Centre 9.00am 

25th November 

Muddy Ducks Nursery - 

Wear your favourite 

Colour Party 

9.00am -  Phonics 

screening information 

morning, Year 1. 

Yr3 Chiltern Air Museum 

26th November 27th November 

Pre-school - Pyjama 

party day 

28th November 

1st December 

2.15pm Tree lighting 

with XYZ. Children 

2nd December 3rd December 

 

4th December 

Xmas Fayre – 3.30pm 

No after school clubs 

 

5th December 

Clubs finish 

Yr3 Pitstop 2.30pm 

 

8th December 

Yr6 Finale – Stand up, 

stand out 2.30pm 

9th December 

Yr1 Geography Walk 

10th December 

Yr5 Parent finale 2.30pm 

11th December 

Play and Stay /Art and 

Craft sessions 10.30am & 

2.30pm 

 

12th December 

Yr4 Parent finale 2.30pm 

15th December 

Pre-school stay & play 

10.30 and 2.30pm 

16th December 

Yr2 Nativity 10.00am & 

2.00pm 

17th December 

Christmas dinner and 

jumper day 

Reception Nativity – 

2.00pm 

18th December 

Yr1 Parent finale 2.30pm 

19th December 

Last day of term 

Merry Christmas/happy 

holidays 

 Happy New Year 
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